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If you’d like to see how you can start a collection drive in your community, business, or university 
or for more information, please visit www.Cells4Cuba.com.

In other developing countries, cell phones have been used as a means of expression and 

empowerment. In particular, youth in these countries use cheaper SMS texting services to stay in 

contact with each other on a regular basis and reserve more expensive phone calls for special 

circumstances and emergencies. Cell Phones for Cuba aims to boost the connectivity of young 

people on the island and promoting greater means of communication. Roots of Hope’s plans to 

provide youth on the island with cell phones.

Roots of Hope will use funds to purchase new and refurbished cell phones through the resale of old, 

used mobile devices. If you would like to donate an old cell phone, please contact us at 

c4c@raicesdeesperanza.org . If you would like to contribute to our cause, but don’t have any old cell 

phones, please visit our website for information on how you can make a cash donation to our project.

Refurbisher purchases working 
phones at full listing price and 

non-working phones at 20%.

Roots of Hope 
Inventory System

Phones entered into inventory and 
tracking system.

Cell phones for 
Cuba collection bin.

Cuba capable phones are 
set aside, cleared of personal 

information and unblocked

Phones that are not 
Cuba capable are 

shipped to refurbisher. 

Refurbisher sends payout 
check 30 days after receiving 

donated phones.

Roots of Hope uses funds 
from refurbisher to 

purchase brand new 
Cuba capable phones.

Cell phone 
retailer

Cuban Youth
Roots of Hope ships all 

Cuba capable 
phones to young 
people in Cuba.
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THEFACTS
In 2008, the Cuban government legalized 
access to cell phones. Before that, it was illegal 
for ordinary Cubans to own mobile devices. 

Currently, there are only approximately 
330,000 cell phones in circulation on 
the island.

There are 11 million Cubans living on the 
island today - in the next month, Americans will 
dispose of approximately 11 million cells. Most 
of these phones end up in sock drawers 
or waste baskets.

Cell phones are not just fashion accessories - 
they're tools for expression and means 
to empowerment.


